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the suit will even begin in the High Court: these are
considerations that deter people of limited means from
commencing actions against their neighbours. Such
a High Court case may be tried either by a judge on
circuit at assizes or at the Law Courts in London: the
judge will sit with a jury if either party requires it, and
it is possible to employ a Special Jury of persons who
are better qualified than the average petty jury to grasp
the details of a complicated case. From the High
Court an appeal lies, for those who can afford it, to the
Court of Appeal, consisting of the Master of the Rolls
and five Lords Justices of Appeal; and thence to the
House of Lords.
So much for the ordinary case, turning on ordinary
matters of statute and common law. But for the sake
of completeness we must note the existence of two
other Divisions of the High Court, besides the King's
Bench, the judges of which discharge in the main all
the functions so far described. The Chancery Division
of five judges exists to try cases arising out of such
matters as trusts, wardships, and the disposal of real
estate—in short, the kind of suit in which the ancient
equity jurisdiction of the Chancellor was most com-
monly invoked. As for the Probate, Divorce, and
Admiralty Division (eight judges) its functions are as
obvious as they are apparently ill-assorted, though the
fact that they were both included in the jurisdiction
of the ancient Church Courts provides a link between
the first two. The existing Church Courts, for which the
two Archbishops appoint a judge, stand quite outside
the three Divisions and are of little practical importance,
except to an occasional over-zealous ritualist among the
clergy: but they are remarkable in that appeal from
them, unlike an appeal from any of the three Divisions

